CHAPTER   XIX
THE   AFTERMATH   OF   THE
CRUSADES
The Ottomans and their lCounter-Crusades': the Balkans, Byzantium,
Hungary and Venice. Egypt and its 'Counter-Crusades': 'Counter-propa-
ganda', Armenia, Cyprus and Rhodes. The Levant a Turkish colony:
Mamluk downfall, decay of Eastern trade, and beginning of age of discoveries.
Belated projects for Crusade
THE disaster to Western chivalry at Nicopolis marked
the end of the crusades as an organized movement of
Christendom against Islam for the deliverance of the Holy
Land. The Turks defended their foothold on the Con-
tinent with such astounding success that the monarchs and
peoples of the West became discouraged and Eastern
Europe was left to its fate. One of the earliest and
most critical chapters in the history of the Eastern Question
was then closed in favour of the Ottomans who were
accepted as a new European state in spite of their alien
origin and religion. Hungary became the bulwark of
Catholic Christendom and to stem the Turkish advance
towards the heart of Europe was its only chance of
survival as an independent country. In 1396, after the
battle of Nicopolis^ the Hungarian armies were almost
annihilated and the meagre numbers that survived the
massacre of the Christian forces were dispersed without any
immediate hope of bringing them together again, Sigis-
mund was therefore unable for a time to organize any further
resistance and the road to Buda was open to the invaders if
they chose to pursue their progress in that direction.
Nevertheless Bayezid I, probably owing to the exhaustion
of his troops and to his own illness,1 preferred to stay south
1 According to Chalkokondylas (MPG, CLIX, 83), Bayezid had a sudden
attack of gout which hindered him from taking action against Hungary; cf.
Nicopolis, 97 and 194 note 98.
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